When Eldon Beresford passed away on
Septembei’ 14th, 2004, his fomily discussed
various opfions fo best create o personal
memorial to Eldon eond his passion for

aviation,

"Eldon’s love of aviation wos unmelched,
Me enjoyed spreading his love of Hying to
everyone he met,” said Joreltc Beresford,
Elden's wife of nearly 50 years.

The choice soon-became quife clear to the
Beresford fomily. They decided fo create the
Eldon Beresford Scholarship to sponsor an
indivdual’s participation in EAA's Air Acadermy

every year for perpetulty.

“Efddon loved to get kids involved in aviafion,
Me gerve kids ride every chance he got. He was
very aciive in EAAs Young Eogles program,

fying young boys and gids for many veors.”
Eldon was olten described as a pilof's pilot
by his coworkers atUnited Airlines. Considered
to be o guist, caring, and gentle man, Eldon
Hew right up to the weeks preceeding his
possing oler 8 cousugeous batlle with concer.

Growing up in lowe and offending o one
room school house, Eldon could have easily
left his dreams of flying as just that, dreams
and nothing more. However, he possessed
the drive and cando spirit that is evident in
5o many EAA members and found @ way lo
five his fantasy. As o feenager, he washed
airplanes of the local airport in exchange for
Hight time, giving rise fo ¢ career in avialion
that would culminate in his becoming a pitel ot
United Aidines for 38 years.

The Eldon Beresford Scholarship

"We wanted this opportunity to be given to -

one boy or girt from lowa, Hlinois, or Wiscansn,
since Eldon grew up in lowa, we've lived most
of aur lives together in flinois and Wisconsin,

Oshkosh and EAA was so special 1o him.”

The scholorship will be given o one.

student that resides in any of the Iristates.
Al applicafions will be accepted online via
EAM's website. The Beresford family wilt not
actively porficipate in the selection of the each

aves on in Scholarship

scholarship porticipont, but rather has chosen
to by informed of the scholarship panel's
decision each March and to receive a copy of
the recipient’s scholarship applicution.

“We hope to keep close communication
wilh sach of the children chosen fo receive the
Eldon Beresford Scholarship. That helps make

it even more special for our whole family.”

"Eldon’s love of aviation
was unmaiched. He enjoyed
spreading his love of flying io
averyone he met...”

"

EAAs Air Acodemy is indeed o special
opportunity fo influence young people’s lives,
Since 1984, the EAA Air Academy fias hosted
thousands of students from areund the world
on voyages of selfdiscovery and aviation,
The EAA Air Academy is o resident aviation
program that takes ploce on the beautiful EAA
Aviglion Center campus, which includes the

EAL Alr Academy Lodge, the EAA leadership

L

~Cender, the DA% AiVeniure Museum and the

historic Pioneer Aimart in Oshkosh. From the
first day a comper arrives, the shy literally
becomes the goaol as- o dynamic aviation
experience begins. The campers get involved
in aviation through o variety of intheworkshop
acivilies as well as an intheair experience.
Program porticipants gain increased levels
of compelency in the core subjects of math
and science which are crifical fo aviation.
Involvement in aviation related programs and
activities, such os Air Acodemy, hoi been
proven lo increase interest and engogement.

“The sky clways put a smile on Eldon’s
face.”

There could be no better way fo remember
the life of Eldon Beresford than to share what
was so important bo him with others. This fribule
wil impact lives, putting smiles on meny young
faces for yeors to come.



